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Smith with opposition to the Administration. I stated
briefly to the President some of the difficulties, and^ that
Mr. Gooch was not a free agent when there was a conflict or
difference between the Government and the Navy Yard,
that G. could not do otherwise than go with the men in the
yard, and that Merriam was a cunning fellow who stirred
up a citizen's feeling for selfish purposes.

Things are getting in such condition that I see no alter-
native but to dismiss the man Merriam. Admiral String-
ham writes me that M. has got up a paper or memorial to
the Massachusetts Senators and Representatives which
he has hired a man to circulate for signatures, remonstrat-
ing against the naval management of the yard and getting
up a hostile feeling. It is this, I presume, which led to the
call on the President.

Met Governor Morrill this evening, who at once spoke
of the misconduct of the Treasury agents. We frankly dis-
cussed the subject. He is on the Committee of Commerce
and has a right to know the facts, which I gave him. The
whole proceeding is a disgrace and wickedness. I agree
with Governor M. that the Secretary of the Treasury has
enough to do to attend to the finances without going into
the cotton trade. But Chase is very ambitious and very
fond of power. He has, moreover, the fault of most of our
politicians, who believe that the patronage of office, or be-
stowment of public favors, is a source of popularity. It is
the reverse, as he will learn.

May 18, Wednesday. Selected the Visitors to the Naval
Academy, although we have not yet the appropriation bill,
but we can no longer delay, if there are to be Visitors.
Congress is very dilatory in necessary business, and yet
impatient of delay in others.

Mr. Seward called on me this afternoon at a late hour in
reference to alleged misconduct of the Marigold, which
is charged with firing a gun at a blockade-runner within six
hundred yards of Morro Castle. As Temple, Fleet Captain